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Cure For Honey Bee Colony Collapse?

Sciencelaily (Apr. 14, 2008) — Fer the first ime,
selantisls have isolated the parasite MNosama coranas
(Microzporidia) from prafessianal apiaries sufferng fram
honey bee colony depopulation syndrome. They then
veant on to traat the infection with compete sucoass,

I a shady publishad in the naw joumal from the Sociaty
for Applied Micrebiology: Emvironmenial Microbiclogy
Feports, scientists from Spain analysed two apianas
and found evidence of honrey bee colony depopulation
syndrome (also known as celony collapse disorder in the
Us4). They found no evidence of any ather cause of the 4 s
digaase (such as the Vamaa destrucior, 1APY or Beekeeper with hioreycamb, {Credit-
pestisides), other than infecticn with Mosema ceranae. istockpholodkamilta Mathisen)

Thi rasearchens then reated the infacted sumviving

under-populated colonies with the antibiolic drug,

flumzgilin and demansirated complete recovary of all

infected colonies.

The loss of honey bees could Neve an enomows horticulural and economic impact workdwide. Honavbees
are imparant polinators of erops, fruit and wild fiowers and are indispensable for a sustainable and
profitsble agricultura 53 wel as for the maintenance of the non-agricuttural acosystem, Honaybees ara
attacked by numeraus pathogens including viruses, bacteria, fungi and parasiles.

For most of these diseases, the maleculsr pethogenesis is poorly understood, hampanng the development
of new ways to prevent and combat honeybee diseases. So. any orogress made in identifying causes and
subsequent traatments of haney bee colony collapse is invaluable. There have bean other hypothesis for
celany collaose in Eurgpe and the USA, but never has this bug been identfied as the primary cause in
professional apiarias.

“Mow that we knaw one stegin of parasite that could be rasponsible. we can look far 2igns of infection and
freat ary infected colonies before the infection spreads” said Dr Higes, orinciple resaarcher

This fincing could help prevent the continual decline in honey bee population which has recantly baen seen in
Europe and the USA,
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Adapted from malenals prowded by Wilay - Blackwell, vie AiphaGabias.
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